FROM   TSARDOM   TO   THE   STALIN   CONSTITUTION
Kazakhstan had two theatres in 1914, now it has 26; Uzbekistan
had one, now it has 37; Azerbaijan had two, now it has 14; White
Russia had three, now it has 15; Georgia had three, now it has 40.
The theatres are now conducted in forty-five different languages.
In addition to these professional theatres, there are numerous
amateur groups which are assisted by the authorities in many ways.
From time to time exhibitions and festivals of the arts (painting,
music, dancing, the theatre, etc.) of the various nationalities are
held in Moscow and other towns of the U.S.S.R. These form
excellent illustrations of the great cultural progress they have made
during the last twenty years.
To illustrate the change which has taken place in the conditions
and mentality of the various nationalities we give a very few definite
examples which, as in a previous chapter, we have taken from the
Soviet Press and chosen because we know them to be characteristic
of thousands of similar cases which may be found amongst all
the national minorities in the U.S.S.R.
First, as regards the Jews. We cannot deal here at length with
the solution of the Jewish question in the U.S.S.R., suffice it to
say that the Jews, like other nationalities, have equal rights and
duties.
In Tsarist days only a very small proportion of the total places
available in the universities were permitted to be taken by Jewish
students, and if the percentage of Jews in a college had reached
the maximum, a Jewish student, however capable, however bril-
liant, was forced to remain outside its portals. Now Jews can enter
the schools and universities and all the liberal professions; they
can settle on the land, and may, and many of them of course do,
enter various Kolkhozy on a complete equality with other Soviet
citizens.
In order to give them an opportunity to develop their own
language and national culture, they have been assigned Birobijan
as a Jewish autonomous province, where Yiddish is the official
language in which the schools and public life is conducted. They
are at liberty, and have taken the opportunity, to organize theatres
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